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Is your kitchen full of hot air?Here’s how o choose
the best ventilation system for your cooktop

WRITTEN EY JOHN LOECKE

Cooking produces grease, smoke, Iear and steam. Witlsous
proper ventilarion, these cooking byproduces can accunulate
on surfaces, creating a dingy appearance. In addition, heat and
stearn can make the room uncomiorble while :l.'-:n.l'm ciisk-
i.li_l.:"iLl'llJ cif alao |.|;L'|'|:'|;Ji.:|.' -E'al!li:ll:l:r:rl-l:ll-u]l.c.- annd tarmash a I!_r;:nn|
paint job. The solution: a properdy ducted ventilation system
that i sized 1o cover all of the bumers on your cooktop o range.

THREE FOR ALL

Veinrilaroan .‘\-:I.'!lll:!l'lll-i.lJ'El.E'.'i.l:[ﬂi-ll'llll three r:ltl.'igl |I'i.{"|G: |:|pv|!r.|fl..
downdradt and rl."'l.'iIL"illﬂl.i:ILR. iJ|u|rJ.rr SyHems, which nstall
l.]ir'l.'l.'!l}' over the cooking surface, are what most people ane
familiar with, according 1o David Newton, CRD, of Daid
Mewton & MAssociates, a kitchen and bath destgn firm in
Knomwille, Tenmeisee. These SYStems use 1 haod 1o g.11|:|,'r
WS and fuimgsel them to the outsade il:iillig: a 'h-1:m1-r |:|'|.1|;
FIIJ'-IIE\. them I!hn:lugh aweries of dhects, "Becaose hot air, smoke
and steam rise nanerally, these units are considenad the most
cthicrent,” says Jim Krengel, CKID, of Kicchens by Krengel,
a clesign farm in 5t Paul, Minnesata,

Installed behind the cooking surface or integrated into the
-:'-::-ch!-cl!l'.rl.dlmm;l‘r.\r't SVEICINS LS 3 fan to p|_||'| ;m':kin!_-; Vs
horteomtally across bumers, Smoke and steam are evacuated
thronegh an exhavst duct and cutside the home."Homeowners
wha want their cooking surface bocated in an island often opt
for these because they don’t want anyvthing overhead obsersct
ing their view,” says Krengel, Of course, downdrafr units, by
nature of their design, can be less effective when cooking with
deep pots and pans, according 1o Mewton. Look for unies thar
rise 1 inches above the cooktop,

Reciroulating designs, also called ductless systems, capture
smake and stearn as they rise. The air then passes through o
ﬁlwr l:t'rir:lrll- -..'.il'l'ﬂ'll'l:l :I1I-:|. is then |H.Ir|'||.r|.'|.| bick winto the foon.
While these units (often built inee an l:l'.tr-l!lli:-l.u:lgl.'
microwave ) are capable of removing most cooking odors, they
do not have the abilivy to remeosve heat and sacam and are this
not recommmended for use in Krchens that receve heay use,
AT beest [hl.':|' remave oddore, bue I.lII|:I.' il':.1l|:| clean the Alters
tl.'gu|u.|:"|:|'._ s Mewton.
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