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Hoodwinked......

KITCHEN HOOD DESIGN DOESN'T HAVE TO BE BORING

Q: My bushand and I are rmmfrfﬂig our kitchen cmrﬂm'r.rr{} Were alroady
decided on a 60,000-BTU. 36-mmch-wide gas range, and are wonderimyg what nype of
vinge bood to ptr with st Functionality 1s important to s, but so is design. Wed
\ove something unsgue Any recommendations?

|Az Hood manufacturers seem to be rallying against the perceprion thar
|rh-:|r products arc a yawn—the plamn grilled chicken breasts of kirchen
design. Just a few cases in point: Zephyr recently rolled our a line of
designer hoods (Padova) that can be customized with mosaic riles, ribbed
glass, Venetian plaster, brass, copper, zine and stamless steel. Customers
ican purchase the metal panels from the company and the plaster, glass or
|tiles elsewhere, and then follow ?cph:, rs installavion video,

| Orher ultra- stylish hoods abound in the company’s collection, includ-
jing the delicate Trapeze (which resembles a suspended island), the tubu-

lar Menhir and Concave, which pairs vibrant color with natural surfaces.

In carly 2008, Zephyr will introduce low-profile hoods thar extend as
(little as five inches from the wall. These hoods will fearure retracrable
Ecanuplts, touch-sensitive controls and customizanion wirh stainless steel,
magnesium, colored glass, crched glass and even laminated matenals such
{as whear and fabric.

| In addition to its more traditional offerings, Best by Broan produces
three excremely styhish hoods, including the WC23 {nr Waterfall) design.
Featuring a curved, rempered green glass canopy and brushed copper or
stainless steel external blower, chis apphiance is modern and gorgeous.

| The German company Siemens knows that for many, entertainment
trumps adornment. That's why 1 recently introduced rhc avantGarde
imultMedia Hood, which boasts an mtcgratcd 1-inch flac-screen TV,
Iwu]l DVD and CD players. And the 36-inch, chimney-style stainless
[steel vent hood 15 arrractive and quier, too. One catch: the product works
exclusively with elecrric or induction cookrops.

Although high-style hoods arc easy ro come by these days, it’s essenual
to remember the fundamentals. According 1o Wind Crest Venulation
Hoods, m addition 1o n:mm"ing odors, grease and smoke—rthe latter two
‘of which can cause fires—hoods clear the air of poisonous gases, such
las carbon monoxide. Therefore, many cxperts feel thar vent hoods are
required for cookrops that use 45,000 or more BTUs,

Of the two main types of vent hoods, updralt and downdraft, the
{former are much more effective. While updraft hoods are situaced above
‘cookrops, downdralt hoods are located directly behind them (most can
be lowered into cabinets). In homes withour access o an exterior wall,
the air s fileered (wich a charcoal filter) and then re-circulated. Nor sur-
iprisingly, thus system is the least effective. Thac's largely because charcoal
filters do not remove poisonous gases or smoke, and they also need to be
replaced fairly often. In contrast, mesh fileers are the most efficient, and

“|Quw:r+:d filters a fairly close second.
chp in mind that more powerful cuokmps on islands need more

“powerful, wide, rall and deep hoods; since the air is less restriceed  CTCandGiom. Each month sclect guestions will be ansvered by professionals. ®
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Make it Your Own | An often overlooked apphance, the range bood is now getting its due. The
Lstest bood from remowned dessgner Fu-Ting Cheng for Zepbyr, Padova cant be customized
with mosaic tiles, ribbed glass or ltalian Marmoring plaster See Resources

around 1sland cooktops, the blower needs ro be super-burly. For this rea-
son, Wind Crest Vennlanion Hoods recommends thar venr hoods over
islands overlap the cooking surface by a minimum of six inches, while
wall-mounted products ar least equal the width of the cooking surface.
Assets to look for in a venr hood include dishwasher-sale filters, halo-
gen lighung, a 10-minute delay nimer {causing the fan 1o swirch off, pre-
venting the removal of too much air once you're done cn}cking}. adjustable
ventilation levels, hear lamps for warming food, shelving for herbs, spices
and urensils, automared controls, a clean fileer indicator—and quicmtss
Have a question about katchen design or apphances? E-mail it to Kitchen[Q@
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