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Innovation, education and inspiration are at the forefront
of Zephyr’s recently opened showroom on the Alameda
waterfront. Its 5,500 square feet brim with indoor kitchen
products, particularly ventilation-focused designs and wine
and beverage coolers. Among the 130 models on display—
representing the esteemed company’s entire line—are some
of its latest releases: the Forte wall custom range hood
(above), part of the Designer Collection, and the Presrv Pro
beverage and dual-zone wine coolers. The hood, which
merges traditional styling with professional-level quality,
offers customizable banding options in satin gold, matte
black and polished stainless steel. Meanwhile, the Energy
Star-certified beverage and wine coolers deliver both
functionality and luxury. The former holds seven wine
bottles and 83 12-ounce cans; the latter can store up to

45 wine bottles. For those looking to outfit an alfresco
kitchen, the Zephyr Design & Experience Center also offers
a selection of outdoor refrigerators and beverage coolers
to consider. The design community, trade professionals
and home enthusiasts alike are encouraged to explore
these models and much more at this new hands-on,
immersive venue. zephyronline.com
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OUTSIDE INTERESTS

M.DESIGNS ARCHITECTS

The indoor-outdoor lifestyle is “deeply ingrained in the California
culture and climate,” says Malika Junaid. The founder and principal
of Mountain View-based M.Designs Architects estimates that itis a
priority for over 95% of her firm’s residential clients in the Bay Area.
Case in point: a Saratoga project with expanses of glass that immerse
the home in its setting. @m.designsarchitects

What were the goals and challenges of this project? It was essential
for our clients to fully integrate their outdoor living areas into daily life.
We needed a solution that allowed the interior to completely open to
the exterior. Unlike traditional sliding doors, NanaWall bifold systems
allowed us to maximize the full width of the opening.

And you used them for both structures on the property? Incorporating
these doors in the main house and the accessory dwelling created

a harmonious visual language across the site. With both structures
facing one another and framing shared outdoor spaces, the continuity
of materials and openness helped reinforce the overall design concept
and spatial cohesion.

What are some of the other benefits? Functionally, NanaWall systems
offer excellent thermal efficiency, allowing our clients to enjoy the
indoor-outdoor flow without compromising energy performance. Their
inclusion enabled us to create interconnected zones for entertaining
and everyday living, where indoor and outdoor spaces blur seamlessly.
Importantly, the transparency and openness of the doors foster visual
and emotional connectivity—for example, allowing parents in the
kitchen to keep an eye on children playing outside. It helped us create
distinct but cohesive conversation and entertainment areas.
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